MS]C WRITING CENTER

College Transitions

Mt. San Jacinto

Purpose of transitions:
Effective Transitions  Continue telling the story in

. " . order
Effective transitions signal to readers a move between

0 thi h b 1 5 * Elaborate on an idea.
ideas within a paragraph, between paragraphs, or between e Introduce a related ideq.

sections of your argument. Using them strategically helps: e Challenge an assumption.
e Point out an issue with the

1.Improve Flow: Transitions connect your ideas, making o
previous idea.

your writing smoother. * Mention an exception to

2.Enhance Clarity: They help your readers understand the previous idea.
how your points relate to each other. * Explain the results or
3.Guide Readers: Transitions act as signposts, guiding impact of the previous
idea.

your readers through your argument or narrative.

Common Transition Words and Phrases

Continuing the Story in Order: Then / Subsequently / "Afterwards, they..." / "Following this
event..." / "In the meantime..." / "Next, we observe that..."

Elaborating on an Idea: Specifically / Namely / "To illustrate this point..." / "In other words..."/
"For instance..." / "To put it simply..." / "This means that..."

Introducing a Related Idea: Similarly / Moreover / "Furthermore, it is evident that..." / "Alongside
this..." / "In the same way..." / "Moreover, we should consider..."

Challenging an Assumption: However / Nonetheless / "Despite the common belief that..." /
"Contrary to popular opinion..." / "Although it is often thought that..."

Pointing Out an Issue: However / Nevertheless / "On the downside..." / "Even so, the issue
remains..." / "Despite these benefits, we face..." / "However, this poses a problem..."

Exception to the Previous Idea: However / Nevertheless / "With the exception of..." / "Apart from
this..." / "Excluding this instance..." / "Nevertheless, there are some cases where..."

Explaining the Results or Impact: Therefore / Thus / "As a result of this..." / "Consequently, we
see that..."/ This resulted in..."
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Example Transitions

Example: Challenge an Assumption

Previous paragraph: ...the study highlights current environmental policies, which emphasize
reducing plastic production as the primary solution to combat microplastics pollution in the oceans.

Transition: Yet focusing mostly on reducing plastic production overlooks the need for improved
waste management systems and recycling processes to effectively address microplastics pollution.

Example: Elaborate on an Idea

Previous sentence: ...Furthermore, the Equal Justice Initiative reports that racial bias is entrenched
in sentencing, where minority defendants receive harsher penalties for comparable offenses.

Transition: Because of these existing systemic biases, it's necessary to work on integrating Al in a
way that accounts for issues, such as bias in sentencing, rather than perpetuating them.

Example: Continuing the Story in Order
Previous sentence: After the researchers gathered preliminary data on climate change impacts on
marine ecosystems, they began analyzing the trends over the past decade.

Transition: Subsequently, they focused on identifying specific factors contributing to the decline in
biodiversity, such as water temperature and pollution levels.

Example: Introducing a Related Idea

Previous paragraph: What Brown's study affirms is that socioeconomic status significantly
influences access to higher education.

Transition: These findings about socioeconomic status, combined with research about cultural
capital, such as family support and educational resources at home, show how factors outside of the
classroom play a crucial role in academic success

Tips for Strong Transitions:
* Use full sentences to announce the purpose of the transition
* Use key phrases from the previous paragraph in the next one.
* Use words that convey the purpose of your transition (in addition, however, in light of, despite,
as a result, etc.)



