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HEP-201: HONORS STUDIES: HUMANITIES
Effective Term
Fall 2024 

BOT Approval Date
12/14/2023 

Discipline
HEP - Honors Enrichment Program 
Course Number
201 

Course Title
Honors Studies: Humanities 

Short Title
Honors Studies: Humanities 

Credit Status (CB 04)
D - Credit - Degree applicable 

Units
Lecture Units
3.00 

Total Units
3.00 

Hours
Lecture Contact Hours
48-54
Out of Class Hours Lecture
96-108

Total Contact Hours
48 - 54 

Total Out of Class Hours
96 - 108 

Total Student Learning Hours
144 - 162 

Distance Education
Yes 

Distance Education
Distance Education Type
Both Fully Online and Hybrid Online 

Fully Online Delivery Requirements: 
a. Students must be notified via the college schedule of classes and the syllabus for the class if proctored tests are required for this
course
b. Any planned face-to-face meetings, such as an orientation or study session, must be optional
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c. The MSJC curriculum committee requires the use of accessible, asynchronous discussion as a component of every fully online 
course

Are you using publisher content?
No 

Regular Substantive Interaction
Instructor-to-student, student-to-student, and student-to-content contact shall be distributed in a manner that will ensure regular 
substantive interaction (RSI) is maintained not only weekly but also for the duration of the course. Instructor interactions should be 
equivalent in time, quality and consistency to the engagement students would receive in a face-to-face course—for example, through 
announcements, discussion participation, personalized feedback, video messages, or other instructional communications. Instructors 
are expected to be responsive to student inquiries within a 24-72 hour time frame excluding holidays. RSI will be maintained through 
a variety of methods: • Orientation - Students must be oriented to the online and face-to-face portions at the start of the course. • 
Announcements - Announcements using the course management system must be posted at least weekly to keep students current 
on course events, due dates, materials, etc. • Discussion Forums - Content-related discussion forums within the designated CMS 
will include appropriate instructor participation and will be initiated and maintained, with timely feedback provided. Instructors are 
required to monitor the discussions and related activities to provide guidance and direction. Open-ended discussion boards may 
be used to further learning and interaction. • MSJC Communication – Instructor will use MSJC-administered communication tools 
(such as email or the designated CMS communication tools) to regularly communicate with and provide ease of access to students. 
• Timely Feedback - Timely feedback on student work will be provided by the instructor, which may include comments and/or rubrics, 
within the Grades area of the designated CMS. • Scheduled Meetings – Hybrid and synchronous courses will meet at regularly 
scheduled times. ADA Compliance - All course interactions and content must be designed with accessibility in mind and meet ADA 
requirements. 

Additional Regular Substantive Interaction
• Discussion Boards - Course and technical issues are addressed in a separate discussion board. It is recommended that faculty will 
respond within 48 hours, except for holidays and weekends. 
• Email Communication - E-mail communication may be used to reinforce announcement and discussion board communication. It is 
recommended that faculty will respond within 48 hours, except for holidays and weekends. 

Catalog Description
This Honors course is a weekly symposium on the selected multi-disciplinary topic in which students and faculty from a variety of 
disciplines participate. The course requires synthesis of information, critical analysis of research, and creative responses to the 
issues presented. 

Requisites
Prerequisite(s)

Prerequisite(s) (must be taken before)
ENGL-C1000 (with a grade of C or better).

Other Enrollment Criteria

Other Enrollment Criteria
Membership in the Honors Enrichment Program is required.

Codes
TOP Code (CB 03)
1599.00 - Other Humanities 

CIP Code
24.0199 - Liberal Arts and Sciences, General Studies and Humanities, Other.

Repeatability Code
No 

Grading Option
Letter grade OR P/NP 
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Learning Objectives
Learning Objectives

Learning Objective
1. Analyze data presented with regard to logic, credibility and relationship to other information.
2. Synthesize multiple perspectives to create an understanding of the history, current ramifications and future implications of the 
issue presented as the course topic.
3. Demonstrate critical listening skills by articulating the concepts presented and interpreting their relevance within a global 
perspective.
4. Appraise contemporary research in a variety of fields related to the course topic.
5. Formulate original conclusions with regards to the impact on past, present and/or future societies.
6. Produce an extensive project (minimum of 10 pages) based on student's own original research as it relates to one of the multiple 
perspectives of the course topic.
7. Create several short written assignments related to the theme and topics presented in the course.
8. Contribute to a class community of scholarship through the active participation in class discussions as consistent with a seminar 
course.

Learning Outcome Information
Course Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcome
1. Honors students will produce a research focused project that contributes to the academic body of knowledge in an innovative or 
novel manner.
2. Student demonstrates an awareness of a diversity of perspectives on the seminar and/or the research topic.
3. Student can effectively communicate an original perspective or position related to the seminar topic or their research and 
discoveries in an oral or visual medium accessible to a wide range of audience.
4. In seminars that incorporate service learning, students will spend the requisite number of hours volunteering and produce a 
reflection piece that clearly demonstrates the significance of the experience and incorporates an awareness of the context of the 
topic.
5- Student engages with the faculty and fellow students in a community of scholars.

Program Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcome
1.Membership (enrollment and retention) of the Honors Program accurately reflects the demographic diversity of the college and 
community. This includes ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic status, first generation, geographic distribution, 
and veteran populations.
2. Honors courses will incorporate academically rigorous research as part of the honors experience. This will be reflected in honors 
course outlines of record including research as a central component, and through the participation of faculty at conferences, 
presentations, performances and publications and membership in professional organizations.
3. Honors Students and Faculty serve as leaders within and outside of the college. This includes SI, Tutoring, Mentors, SGA, PTK, 
committee service and chairs, Senate, community involvement, and participation in regional and national organizations (including 
Honors).
4. Honors students participate in activities on and off campus that enrich their college experience, including service learning and 
community volunteerism. Honors faculty participate in professional development activities that enrich the Honors Program and their 
students.
5. Honors students and faculty will engage in positive transgressive behavior that encourages innovative research and willingness to 
take risks with scholarship.
6. The Honors Program will promote holistic well-being of the students and faculty. This includes support of the health centers, the 
offering of counseling, support services information, and personal enrichment workshops and through the individual and personal 
interactions and mentoring within the program.

Institutional Learning Outcomes
Communication: The student will effectively express and exchange ideas through listening, speaking, reading, writing, visual works, 
and other modes of interpersonal expression. 



 HEP-201: Honors Studies: Humanities - 4

Critical Thinking: The student will analyze problems, gather and synthesize relevant information, evaluate ideas, information, and 
evaluate alternative points of view to create, innovate and implement effective solutions. 
Cultural Awareness and Humility: The student will demonstrate knowledge of and sensitivity toward individuals of diverse ethnicity, 
age, gender, sexual orientation, and religious affiliations, as well as toward those individuals with diverse abilities and socio-economic 
classes to respectfully interact with individuals of diverse perspectives, beliefs and values while being mindful of the limitation of 
their own cultural frameworks. 
Information and Technology Literacy: The student will access, interpret, evaluate, and apply relevant information sources and digital 
media effectively, and in an ethical and legal manner. 
Social Awareness: The student will recognize and analyze the interconnectedness of global, national, and local concerns, analyzing 
cultural, political, social, and environmental issues from multiple perspectives and appreciate similarities and differences among 
cultures. 

Content
Course Lecture Content
1. Definition of terms vital to discussion of the issue
2. Presentation of appropriate research methodology, including the development of a research topic, the identification of appropriate 
sources and the production of original research.
3. Historical perspective, as relevant, explored
4. Global perspective, as relevant, explored
5. Specific examples, analysis and/or application from a variety of different disciplines. Although the focus of this course will be on 
topics related to the Humanities, in order to truly have a multi-disciplinary experience the course that may include perspectives from a 
variety of academic areas including:

• Social Sciences
• Natural Sciences
• Physical Sciences
• Humanities
• Mathematics
• Career Education

One example of implementation:Topic: Science Fiction, Science Fact
1. Introduction to the course and to Science Fiction 
A. Definition of Science Fiction 
B. Role of Science in Science Fiction
2. Discussion of what constitutes innovative research and the identification of appropriate sources. 
A. Scientific Method and Scientific Research
3. Science Fiction in a historical perspective 
A. Science Fiction and the Cold War. 
B. Examination of the role of "Star Trek" in representing and driving social movements. For example focus could be placed on the role 
of role of Star Trek cast in examining issues related to gender, race, sexuality, and marginalized peoples.
4. An Analysis of Science Fiction from a sociological perspective
5. Analysis of Science Fiction from a biological perspective 
A. Analysis of "Robot Dreams" and "Who Can Replace a Man?" 
B. Examination of genetics and science fiction through the film "Gattaca"
6. Analysis of Science Fiction from an anthropological perspective 
A. Examination of Cultural and Biological traits as they relate to Science Fiction
7. Analysis of Science Fiction from a Philosophical perspective. 
A. An examination of the film "The Matrix", focusing on what is real, how do we know and does it matter?
8. Analysis of Science Fiction as literature 
A. Examination of Utopias and Dystopias in Science Fiction 
B. Examination of Shakespeare and Science Fiction

Methods of Instruction
Method
Discussion 

Integration
Students and faculty will engage in discussions concerning the theme of the course and the topic of the presented lecture. Students 
will be expected to approach the material in the discussion from a variety of perspectives and recall information presented in earlier 
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lectures to enhance the discussion. For example a discussion surrounding Star Trek could bring up topics related to gender, sexuality 
and found family as represented by the show Discovery and the experiences of Adira, Gray and Stamets as Adira comes out as non-
binary and connects with other crew members. 

DE Adaptations for MOI
Student discussion will be achieved using threaded discussions with other students and the instructor within the CMS, or by 
participating in synchronous discussions using accessible video conferencing platforms. 

Method
Lecture 

Integration
Faculty will lecture from the perspective of their own disciplinary background on a variety of topics related to the course theme. The 
lectures will provide students a baseline knowledge for discussions on the topic and theme. 

DE Adaptations for MOI
Lecture can be communicated through the CMS in a variety of formats including accessible PowerPoint presentations and accessible 
video lectures. Websites and accessible online videos can be incorporated as part of these lectures. Lectures can be delivered 
synchronously through accessible video conferencing platforms. 

Method
Film/video Viewing and Discussion 

Integration
Accessible films and other media can be used to augment the faculty lectures by presenting additional perspectives on the subject 
and also as a springboard for additional discussion topics. 

DE Adaptations for MOI
Films and online videos can be incorporated as part of the CMS with discussions also facilitated through the CMS. 

Method
Papers and Reports 

Integration
Students will work on an extensive research project over the course of the semester that will investigate the chosen course topic from 
one or more academic perspectives. Through this research students will gain skills related to reading primary sources, synthesizing 
information and creating effective arguments. 

DE Adaptations for MOI
Students will be expected to complete papers that involve applying their research to the chosen course topic. Accessible project 
instructions will be provided through the CMS, and students can submit their completed projects into the Assignment Pages within 
the CMS. 

Method
Reading 

Integration
Students will be expected to read assigned texts, articles and novels and be prepared for classroom discussion. In addition, students 
may be expected to summarize and analyze the readings in short written response papers. 

DE Adaptations for MOI
All reading assignments can be delivered either through material provided in the CMS or through the assigned texts. 
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Methods of Evaluation
Method
Class Participation 

Integration
Students will be evaluated based on the number and quality of in-class participation. Class participation will be used to evaluate the 
student's ability to demonstrate critical listening skills, appraise contemporary research, and analyze presented data. 

DE Adaptations for MOE
Class participation will be evaluated on the frequency, relevance and appropriateness of student responses in in-class discussion 
regarding lecture and discussion material. Students will obtain instructor feedback through participation assignments in the CMS, 
along with putting feedback in the comments section of those assignments. Class participation can also be assessed through 
the quantity and quality of participation in appropriate accessible video conferencing software (including participation in a "chat" 
function). 

Method
Papers 

Integration
The smaller response papers will be evaluated on the basis on accuracy of content, appropriate number and kinds of sources, proper 
use of an approved citation style, clarity of writing, and proper use of grammar and spelling. 

DE Adaptations for MOE
Papers will be submitted via the CMS and instructor feedback will be given within the CMS using rubric with written feedback options.

Method
Oral Presentation 

Integration
Students will present their research project as an oral or poster presentation and will be evaluated based on the accuracy of content, 
ability to argue the identified position, originality of ideas and application of critical thinking, clarity of speech and language, and 
appropriate use of visual aids. Presentations will be used to evaluate the student's ability to synthesize multiple perspectives and 
formulate original conclusions. 

DE Adaptations for MOE
Presentations can be submitted via the CMS or delivered within a appropriate accessible video-conferencing software and instructor 
feedback will be given within the CMS using rubric and written feedback options. 

Method
Research Projects 

Integration
The major research paper will be evaluated on the basis on accuracy of content, ability to argue the identified position, originality 
of ideas and application of critical thinking, appropriate number and kinds of sources, proper use of an approved citation style, 
clarity of writing, proper use of grammar and spelling. The research project will comprise a minimum of 50% of the student's final 
grade. The research project will be used to evaluate the student's ability to synthesize multiple perspectives, appraise contemporary 
research and formulate original conclusions. Additionally the research project will be used to evaluate the student's ability to produce 
an extensive projects based on original research. For example a student might compare the distinctions between class in the film 
Gattaca to the conditions of marginalized peoples (such as immigrants or detainees at the border) in the modern United States. 
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DE Adaptations for MOE
Research projects will be submitted via the CMS and instructor feedback will be given within the CMS using rubric and written 
feedback options. 

Assignments
Assignment Type
Writing 

In-class and/or outside of class
Outside of class 

Formative or Summative
Summative 

Assignment
Compose a 10-12 page paper on their research topic. The topic must be approved by the instructor and relate to the themes 
addressed in our course. The paper will include an argumentative thesis statement and evidence to support the thesis that is drawn 
from a minimum of ten academic sources that are appropriately cited in MLA, APA, or Chicago formatting. The paper should be 
clearly organized and demonstrate effective sentence structure, word choice, an appropriate tone, and proper grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation. The research paper should not be a mere narration or description of the topic but rather present a position that is well-
supported by evidence from source materials. Innovative, original research is strongly encouraged. 
Example topics for students to research might include: 
Ethics of artificial intelligence usage 
Analysis of racial (and/or gender) stereotypes in science fiction works across different decades. 
Space exploration, contact and settlement in science fiction as a comparison to colonialism. 

How assignment will be adapted in online format
This assignment can be completed in the same exact manner in the online format, and submitted via the CMS. Feedback will be 
provided via comments in the CMS within two weeks of assignment submission. 

Assignment Type
Writing 

In-class and/or outside of class
Outside of class 

Formative or Summative
Formative 

Assignment
As part of the scaffolding of the final research paper, students will be expected to write a brief (1-2 pages) proposal of the research 
paper topic. The proposal should clearly demonstrate that the student has done some preliminary examination to determine the 
viability and relevance of the chosen topic. In addition, the proposal should also contain a working thesis that will help guide the 
research efforts of the student. 

How assignment will be adapted in online format
This assignment can be completed in the same exact manner in the online format, and submitted via the CMS. Feedback can be given 
via comments in the CMS, synchronous meetings using accessible videoconferencing software or via email. Feedback will be given 
within a week of the assignment submission. 

Assignment Type
Reading 
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In-class and/or outside of class
Outside of class 

Formative or Summative
Formative 

Assignment
Read the first three chapters of Rose/House. Be prepared to summarize the chapters, share your personal reflections about the 
reading, and discuss the relevance of the book to our course’s theme of Science Fiction, Science Fact at our next class meeting. 

How assignment will be adapted in online format
This assignment can be adapted for the online format by using the Discussion Boards in the CMS to assign the readings, pose the 
discussion prompt and facilitate the discussion. Students would then be expected to respond to several of their classmates and 
either respond to the key point identified in the first student's post or attempt an answer to questions posed by their peers. Feedback 
will be given within the CMS either by responding to the student's post or through the comments function. Feedback will be given 
within a week of submission. 

Assignment Type
Other 

In-class and/or outside of class
In-class 

Formative or Summative
Summative 

Assignment
Present a 10-12 minute oral presentation to the class. The oral presentation will be based on the their chosen topic for their final 
research paper. Since the research paper will be approximately 10 pages long, one of the purposes of the oral presentation will be to 
distill some of the key ideas from the project and develop them into a coherent presentation. This practice mimics one of the standard 
ways that researchers and academics share information. 

How assignment will be adapted in online format
This assignment can be adapted for the online format by either having students submit their presentations synchronously via 
accessible video conferencing software to their classmates, or by recording themselves and uploading their presentations to either a 
Discussion Board (so that their class peers can see and respond to their presentations) or to an assignment page (if the presentation 
is only for the instructor). Feedback can be given through the CMS, either directly in the discussion board or through comments in the 
assignment. 

Course Materials
Textbooks
Newitz, Annalee (2023). The Terraformers. ISBN: 9781250228024. 
Martine, Arkady (2023). Rose/House. ISBN: 978-1-64524-034-1 
Krauss, Lawrence (2007). The Physics of Star Trek. ISBN: 978-0465002047 
Set Phasers to Teach (2018). Set Phasers to Teach! ISBN: 978-3-319-73775-1 
Booker, M. Keith, and Anne-Marie Thomas (2009). The Science Fiction Handbook Wiley-Blackwell. ISBN: 978-1-4051-6206-7 
Masri, Heather (2009). Science Fiction: Stories and Contexts Bedford St. Martin's. ISBN: 978-0-312-45015-1 

Other Resources
Texts to be determined by course faculty and topic. Articles and multimedia will be placed on reserve by course faculty upon 
determination of topic for that semester and will be drawn from current holdings, interlibrary loan or personal collections. These texts 
are meant to be used as examples only. Obviously each course topic will have a completely different set of readings. 
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Class Size Information
Class Size
20 

Class Size Category
O - Other 

Diversity and Inclusion
Explain how diversity and inclusion(e.g., gender, culture/race, sexuality, etc.) is infused into the course.
Obviously as the topic of the class changes, the specific examples of how diversity and inclusion will be addressed will change. The 
themes of gender, sex, sexuality, race, ethnicity, culture will always be central to the discussion regardless of the specific topic. In the 
selected example topic of “Science Fiction, Science Fact” instructors would be able to speak on a number of those themes, such as 
an historian looking at the significance of the first interracial kiss on mainstream American TV being shared by the characters Captain 
Kirk and Lt. Uhura, or a discussion of how science fiction literature enable authors to play with concepts of gender and sexuality in a 
speculative world rather than placing those stories in a modern one. As part of the teaching of the class, students will read articles 
and watch movies about different cultural, ethnic, gender and sex identity groups. Care will be taken to also incorporate more studies 
and research written by individuals who are typically underrepresented in the academic literature. 

Describe how assignments, instruction, evaluation, course content, and interactions are contextualized for diverse learners promoting 
an equitable course.
Again, as described above, the specific course content will change depending on the selected topic for the semester. Of course, 
care will be taken to include content from many different cultures, ethnicities, and identity groups from around the world allowing all 
students an opportunity to see examples of societies to whom they may relate, strengthening their connection to the material. The 
assignments include both formative and summative assignments to help student scaffold their work and work towards being able 
to complete the more extensive research project and presentation. In addition, the assignments allow for significant student input 
(on selecting the specific topic related to the overall class theme to study) so as to allow for greater ownership over the research the 
student will complete. The use of different types of instruction and interactions (Lecture, film, small and large group discussions, 
student to student interaction, and student to self interaction) will help to allow different styles of learners an opportunity to interact 
with the material in ways that are meaningful to them. 

Interactions
Explain how the course will incorporate student-to-student interaction.
Students will engage in student-to-student interaction through the use of small group and large group discussion for example a 
class discussion looking at how various dystopian or utopian societies depicted in science fiction stories represent real or aspiration 
aspects of standard American cultures with respect to the ideas of race, class, gender, occupation, etc..), either in person or through 
the use of breakout rooms in synchronous online classes. Additionally the use of the CMS Discussion Boards will also facilitate 
student-to-student interaction. 

Explain how the course will incorporate instructor-to-student interaction.
Instructor-to-student interaction will be achieved through the use of lecture, either in person, mediated via accessible video-
conference software (if synchronous online) or through the use of online lectures (Video, audio or text lectures). Additionally, the 
presence of the instructor in large group discussions either face to face or through the use of the CMS Discussion boards will 
incorporate instructor-to-student interaction. Students will also be encouraged to connect with visiting presenters after their 
presentations in the event that the visiting presenter’s presentation was relevant to the student’s research. Instructor-to-student 
interaction will also be achieved through the syllabus and the CMS by describing the structure of the class and sharing of background 
information about the instructor. Feedback on assignments and exams will also incorporate instructor-to-student interaction. 

Explain how the course will incorporate student-to-content interaction.
Student-to-content interaction will be achieved through the assigned readings and assignments. Students will also interact with 
the content through the oral presentation assignment. Any in-class or online activities and written assignments will also allow the 
student to interact with the content. 

Explain how the course will incorporate student-to-self interaction (metacognitive).
Student-to-self interaction will be achieved through the use of in-class and online discussions (for both face to face and synchronous 
online classes) where students will be expected to write their thoughts first before sharing them in both small group and large group 
discussions. Writing assignments such as journals will also help students with their metacognition. 

Key: 1814


